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I
THE PROBLEM OF REDUCTION OF ARMAMENTS
Mr. Chairman and Delegates. We begin today to examine
the question of the general reduction of armaments. I need
not enlarge upon the importance of this question in our day.
The timeliness of its discussion is quite obvious.
The tremendous events of the second world war, when
tens of millions of people were mobilized into the armies
in the field, when the fronts stretched over thousands of
kilometres, when the enemy doomed whole countries to
waste and plunder, when the sacrifices of war attained
enormousi, unparalleled dimensions, are still fresh in every
memory. The second world war far exceeded the first world
war in scale. It truly gripped the entire world.
The lessons of the first world war proved insufficient
lo prevent the bloodshed of the years just past; but the
second world war should at last have brought conviction
that serious measures must be taken, and at once, to pre-
vent the recurrence of such wars. This is felt with partic-
ular force by the peoples of those countries which expe-
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